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Lacey Jo Benter '09, soprano 
Brent Funderburk '09, piano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, January 13, 2017 
8:00 p.m. 
Lawrence Memorial Chapel 
 
 
  
 
 
Wesendonck Lieder, WWV 91 Richard Wagner 
 Der Engel (1813-1883) 
 Stehe still! 
 Im Treibhaus 
 Schmerzen 
 Träume 
 
 
 INTERMISSION  
 
 
Morning Opens Jennifer Higdon 
Falling Deeper (b. 1962) 
breaking 
To Home 
In Our Quiet 
 
 
  
PERFORMER BIOS 
 
 Originally from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, American opera singer Lacey Jo 
Benter has been lauded by the New York Times as having a "rich, warm 
tone" and having one of the "broadest emotional palettes" on stage. 
Trained at The Juilliard School she received an Artist Diploma of Opera 
Studies in May of 2014 and a Master of Music in 2011. While at Juilliard, 
she tackled such roles as "Madame de Croissy" from Poulenc's Les Dialogues 
des Carmélites, "Ma Moss" from Copland's The Tender Land, "Zita" from 
Puccini's Gianni Schicchi and "Le Prince Charmant" from Massenet's 
Cendrillon. Before coming to Juilliard she received her Bachelor of Music 
in Vocal Performance with a theater minor from Lawrence University in 
Appleton, WI. While at Lawrence she appeared on the musical theater 
stage as "Fraülein Schneider" in Cabaret, "Princess Puffer" in The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood, and tackled multiple roles in Working the Musical.  
 Throughout her career on the opera and musical theater stages, she has 
been working behind the scenes as a singer-songwriter, a passion she has 
held since childhood. In addition to her training as an actor and singer,  
she spent six years studying jazz guitar and eight years studying orchestral 
percussion. She has appeared on the stages of Central City Opera as a 
Bonfils-Stanton Young Artist and has been a Gerdine Young Artist with 
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis. In 2014 and 2015, she was honored with 
an Encouragement Award by the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council. She is finishing a residency with the Domingo-Colburn Stein 
Young Artist Program with LA Opera where last season she made her LA 
Opera debut as a member of the "Opera Box Ghost Quartet" (Alto) in 
LA's new production of John Corigliano's The Ghosts of Versailles. Last 
season, she also appeared on the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion stage as 
Persephone in Hercules vs. Vampires. Earlier this season, she appeared as 
Clotilde in Norma, Kate Pinkerton in Madame Butterfly and was also a 
soloist in Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Angels under the baton of Plácido Domingo. She has appeared with 
the LA Philharmonic in Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy with Gustavo 
Dudamel, returning for several roles in Unsuk Chin’s Alice in 
Wonderland, which she reprised for her Barbican Hall debut with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra. Next season, she returns to the LA Philharmonic 
in Nixon in China.  
 
 
 Praised by the New York Times as an “excellent pianist,” South 
Carolina native Brent Funderburk has partnered world-class singers and 
instrumentalists in concert and on recording.  He has garnered respect as a 
distinguished recitalist and vocal coach in New York City. 
 Mr. Funderburk has participated in many renowned summer programs 
and festivals including Ravinia’s Steans Music Institute, where he returns as 
a resident pianist in the 2016 Program for Singers.  Other recent summer 
engagements include the International Vocal Arts Institute (IVAI) in 
Virginia, SongFest at Pepperdine, as a recipient of the Margo Garrett and 
Marc and Eva Stern Fellowships, and the prestigious Music Academy of the 
West in Santa Barbara.  
 In the realm of art song, Brent has made many notable appearances, 
including a recent performance in the Marilyn Horne Song Celebration at 
Zankel Hall, and has collaborated with rising young artists as part of The 
Song Continues at Carnegie Hall.  His long-running collaboration with 
mezzo-soprano Naomi O’Connell has led to many U.S. recital appearances 
under the auspices of Concert Artists Guild, as well as radio broadcasts on 
New York’s WQXR as part of The McGraw-Hill Companies’ Young Artist 
Showcase.  Brent has also appeared in recital at Alice Tully Hall, Merkin 
Hall, Symphony Space and the Ravinia Festival, among others. 
 Also known for his instrumental collaborations, Brent has maintained 
an active schedule with violinist Francesca Anderegg.  The duo has 
performed at many U.S. venues, including the Chicago Cultural Center as 
part of the International Music Foundation’s Dame Myra Hess Memorial 
Concert Series, and has been featured on WQXR, Chicago’s WFMT, and 
MPR (Minnesota Public Radio).  Recording credits with Ms. Anderegg 
include a debut release under the Albany label and a project with New 
Focus Recordings entitled Wild Cities featuring the works of young 
American composers to be released in July 2016. 
 This past season, Mr. Funderburk acted as pianist and musical director 
of The Metropolitan Opera Rising Stars Concert Series giving performances 
across the U.S. with a cast of acclaimed singers.  The debut tour also 
included masterclasses and workshops with young singers from respected 
American universities and conservatories. 
 Mr. Funderburk received his Masters degree from The Juilliard School, 
where he served four years as staff pianist for the Ellen and James S. 
Marcus Vocal Arts Department. 
 
